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Ep. Aa —w My 


AN EXPEDIENT 


1o exiricite one's ſelf ont of the Gui': of Schiin, 
4.8 enter tfictnally iritn a virtud Cairn: Communion 
without Vorticip. tion in any C:oMeupions, : 
Notwithſtanding aiy Uiiicaionable Terms of Communi 3::, 
Which mizht otherwiſe keep him cf. 


Ina LETTER t0 6 Friess 


SUR, = 
F HAT I Yeſterday gave you in vwords,as rev. as I could, 
j upon your mention of ſoine Cenſures vuizariy pzls'a 
upon me ; I think tir to repeat to you now at a little 


more leiſure in Writing, which is not !o tubjett to be 


; : miſtaken; that is, according to what you have for- 
, "merly delir d, a true and plain Declaration of my Principles and Com- 
 munion, in r.ſpea to the Differences between the Church of Rome, and 
.the preſenc Church of England, conſtituted by AR of Parliament. It 
| was to this Effect : 1. ThatT had ſome years fince agreed with ſome fe- 
-.rious Chriſtians to enter into a Religiores Society upon three Principles, 
; :Whereof one was to follow the Example of the Antient Chriſtians as near 
#.aS we could. 2. That the Antient Chriſtians are to be conſider'd not as 
'Perſoris of ſome Set; but as Members of One Great Body of Perſons 
| ſele&ed our of all Nations, and united and formed into « well conftituted 
} . Society, under a Spiritual Regiment or Theocraſy, and fubje& to the Or- 
| ders thereof. 3. That as the Nation of the Fews continued the Pecnliar 
q __ of God, notwithſtanding all their Corruptions ; ſo that our Saviour 
.and his Apoſties continued Co:mmunion with them till by the Judgment 
of God their Polity 21d Cicy were deſtroyed, and this Sociery and one 
Boly of Ciriſtia'!'s were formed and ſucceeded in that Priviledge : So 
: . this great Sociecy of Chrittians, called One Hely Catholick Church, and all 
the parcicuiar Churches, whereof it is Compoſed, continue the Church of 


* Chriſt, an! Lats of nat Catholick Church z notwithſtanding as = 
3 


| Corcuotions as thote of che Jews, unle's any of them be juſtly cur off, or 
_ unjutitly ©: irate ceinſelves from the Unity of that One Body, contra- 
Ty to h: {.xample Ct our Saviour himtelf, and his Apoſtles after him, 
E till by rhe iv Julginenc of God any of them be deitroyed, Yr ſome 
' have b:c1 ) vi the Time of the Gentiles be fulfilled. - 4. That ſuch Sepa- 
ration from rhe {In:ry of <1is One Body, cailed Schiſm, is a great Sin, 
and ajreet fo tv 1:2 wn all hands, $5. Tnat upon a Review of the pre- 
ter! 4 Reformatio.: nnd more particularly in this Nation; I perceived 
pla:n'y cw. 51: © En divers Abuſes and Ufſurpacions of the Piſhoys and 
Cer © Roe very juiliy calt out ; a yet that that was done with ” 

much 


(2) 

much injuſtice in other reſpe&s, Sacriledge, and pernicious Hereſy, and 
by an incompetent Authority in other Matters, as inſtead of Reformation 
made an undeniable Schiſmatical Separation: and the Nation is to this day 
under Excommynication for juſt Cauſe, by Con:'-otenc Authority, 
and hath no proper Eccleſiaſtical Communion \ .th any part of 
the Catholick Church. 6. That to cxtricate my iclt out of all this 
Guilt and Miſchief, I have, according to antient Uſage, drawn up a Pro- 
feſſion of my Faith, with a Kenmiciation of all the - Sacrilege, Hereſy, 
and Scitifm of this Church, and Declaratioa of my delire of Ccmmuni- 
on v.ri1 the whole Catnolick Church, and all truly Catholick Churches, 
as chere may be occation 3 and made a particular ofter cf it to the two 
Roman Catholick Biſhops, who were then here in Town. But they vere 
tied up, and could not admit me upon other Terms than thoſe of Pix 4, 
and to thoſe I could -not {ubſcribe. 

And this is :y Caſeat this time : Singular in ſome reſpe&s I confeſs 
it is, and ſuch as is no ones befides, that I know of, except thoſe whc 
are in Communion with me ; bur ſuch as I would not change with any 
one till I be bettei informed, being well ſatisfied, that I have been 
conduRed into it by unforeſeen ſteps by a Gracious Providence over 
me, much more than by any Humane Prudence of my own, and that 
I have theſe conſiderable Advantages by it. 1; That I am virtually in the 
moſt Cartholick Communion that can be, by my Publick Declaration, and 
ſpecial Offers and Requeſt ; though I cannot aQually Communicate with 
any for want of Opportunity at preſent. For if Ibe unjuftly kept out, 
my Caſe is no worſe than if I were unjuſtly caſt out ; and my Renun- 
ciation of the Sacrilege, Cc. is all that I can, or am concern'd to do. 
2. That all, who Communicate with me, are Partakcrs in the ſame 
Advantage ; which no others are, except they do as 1 have done, or 
Communicate with ſuch as have done ſo. 3. That as to Matters of 
Faith and Doftrine, there is not any Point wherem 1 difter from this 
Church of Eng/and; but I have the whole CatholickChurch, Eaſt and V'eſt, 
and all Antiquity on my ſide; as in that of Prayers ſor the Deid, cc. 
nor any, wherein I difter from the Church ol Rowe ; but I have all 
the reſt, and all the Proteſtants beſides, if not ſome of them too. - 
4. That as to Matters of Prattice i; Worſhip aid Diſcipline; there is 
nothing that I do, which either the Greek os Latin, or any Catholick. 
Church, or this of Ezg/and, do.or can difallow upon any truly Carho- 
lick Principle. 5. That as to the Government there i« rothin;g in my No- 
tions, but what is approved by moſt Learned Men of all theſe Church- 
es; and if I live not under ſuch a Government ; 'tis my Unhappineſs, 
not my Faulr. 

As for my not Communicating with th: Church of Rome cAually, it 
is for ſuch Reaſons, as not only all Proteſtants, bur all Churches in the 
World but themſelves; that 1s, all Catholicks bur Roman Catholicks 
(which is a factious dittinRtion ) do aiiow. Yet I acknowldue the Pre- 
eminence of the Biſhop and Church of Rowe; and by thc Grace of Go 
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will aflert and maintain that, and whatever is truly Catholick amongſt: 
them : Bur the Corruptions and Ulurpations of the Papacy, and all Po- 
pery I urtterly ditown and deteſt, as Injurious and Scandalous to the 
molt ho'y Chriſtian Religion ; and heartily deſire the Reformation of : 
that, but iwithour the Deſtruttion of the Church, or leaſt diminution of 
the juit Righrs or Authoi ity thereof. 

And for my nor Communicating with this preſent Church of Eng- 
land at preſent, it: is, 1. For ſuch Reaſons as all Catholicks in the - 
World approve as juſt and neceflary: 2. Ir is not as an Adverſary, 
but as a Friend ; but tirit as the Servant of God, to bear my Teitimony 
to the Truths of Chriſtianity, againſt rheir Corruptions and Unfaithful- 
neſs, which I have briefly noted in my Profeſſion of Faith, and other 
Writings in Print : And tecondly, by way of Admonition to them, that 
they may be moved to remove the Cauſes of all our Dijlentions, and. 
of the Secret Curſe that is upon it, that it may become a Glorious Chuich 
indeed. And that you may not think, as you are very apt to do, that. 
I am too-blunt, and uſe hard words without ſufficient Cauſez I will 
give you an inſtance or two of what I h:re ſay. 

The Corruprion of theLirmrgy byCranmer,and his Schiimatical impoſing 
it upon the Church by Parliamentary Authority without the Conſent of 
the Clergy, is undeniable matter of fa& : And it is as certain, that there 
ſoon tollowed the Deſtru&ion of all the known AQois In it, and principal. 
Promoters in Parliament ; and it ſelf was firit cait out here, and imme- 
diately became a Curſe, and a Bone of Diſlention among the Exiles at: 
Frank ford ; and after there return, and ſo continued til} our late Civil 
Wars, when it was a ſecond tine caſt out ; and when reſtored again,again 
proved the ſame, and hath ſo continued to this day. And if rhis were 
nor enough tor Coatirmation of it, I could ſhew you as manifeſt Indi- 
cations of the Subrtilty of Satan in the Corruptions of it, as theſe Mat-- 
ters of Fa, bur r'1ar it would be too long for this place. But one In- 
ſtance more I here give'you ;. and that is ſo groſs Abomination, that 
their Minds mutt v2: darkned that do not perceive it: It is the expoting 
of witac is mott Sacred, the Lioly Exchari/t, to the greateit Prophana- 
tion th1.:t hath been krown in any Chriitian Church, except by ſome 
Schi:maticks 3 upon who'n the Dogs, to which they threw it, became 
Inſtruments of Vei:geance for tne Impiety. It 15 one of the great 
mitters of Shame in this Church, that there 1s nothing of tru2 Chri- 
ſt. 1 i)iſcipline in it; nor can be, unleis they hail wich Aroftolick Spi- 
rits 25 would oozy God rather thu Man. And it 1s a:oiher, that they 
no: only want means to keep Dogs from the Alcar, bur tis ye even 
cal:ed ro 1t, contrary their own Incination ; { by we Ter, ) and they 
temi-lves dare not but deiver rhe SacredElettents to view. Ard ail this 
Is 5c the Effe& of their Erajtian or Crarmericaa ferely ; their preceder.t 
Betraying cheRights of Clriit's Church co Slivery, wer 3 Liturped Au- 
thority of Man. And if all this together be conlidered, how much fort 
it is of Worſhipping the Beaſt, Sacrihcing ro Heathen Gods, 3:.d what 
Was-. 
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was done by thoſe called Zraditores of old, I leave it to you to com- 
pute. | 
If it Se well confider'd how much of the genuine Chriſtianity, and of 
the Eilential or Neceflary parts there 'f, are already ſuppres'd under 
pretence of Reformation, or otherwiſe loſt in this Nation, and how 
much more is going apace after ; it may be perceived that there is no 
lictle need of another kind of Reformation than that External ſuperficial 
one of Manners by human Laws, leſt while we are wholly inrent upcn 
that as a mighty Matter 3 that which is the true Fountain of all real vir- 
tue be negle&ed, and expoſed to che ſubtle Machination of ſuch as bur 
_— at all that work, and are endeavouring to undermine and ſubvert 
all from the Foundation; nay perhaps be willing to joyn in the One, 
that they may with the more Advantage effe&ually deltroy the other. 
Mr. To/and's Club behave themſelves at their Meetings as ſoberly as any, 
and conſult with as much earneftneſs and deſire of effe&ing what they 
aim at. But thoſe who ſhould be the firit Movers, and moſt Zealou: 
Promoters of all good ; are the Betrayers of all by their Lazineſs and 
Baſeneſs, and the Original of the growth of all our Evil, by their Un- 
faithfulneſs both to God and Man ; nay, the Principal Occaſion of the 
growth of Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Apoſtacy, by the Scandal of their 
| Greedineſs of Preferments in this World, and Unconcernedneſs for any 
thing elſe. : . 
This is what I think may fatisfy you, and furniſh you with Matter to 
fatisfy others, concerning my A&ions and Principles z but poſſibly may 
give you ſome DifſatisfaQion in other reſpe&ts: Bur if withal it do but 
open the way to a more ſound Satisfa&tion, the Trouble will be but 
like that of a Purge or Vomit, which, by cleanſing the Body of what 
was hurtful, prepares it to receive. end digeſt ſound Nouriſhment the 


better, And ſuch I wiſh you may find it. 


Tour humble Servant. 


